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Casselle Mountford
Contemporary environmental sculpture

Workshop Summary

Using variousnatural materials students will create a 3D free standing or sugpended fantasy
creature. Thisworkshopis atactile sculpture activity introdudng students to arangeof
condruction methods weaving techniques and materials.

Length

| Two day adult workshop. One day workshopavailable for schools

Suitable for

Adultsand 14- 16 yr olds (Uppe Seconday School)
Up to 20 paticipants. For schools it would work with alarger size groupif there were two
teacher aides present.

Workshop Details

To prepare for thisworkshop, students will need to have collected a variety of naural
materials fromther environment. It would be hdpful if they could do some research on artists
who use thenaural environment as theingpiration for ther art. Thetutor can providealist of
suitable artists if requested.

Before theworkshop each student could complete a sketch of thefantasy creature they will
create. They could also think abouthowto incorporate different natural materialsin thar
sculpture. For example: leaves (scales onfish), feathers (wingg and coiled coconutfibre (bug

eyes).

Day 1

First Session ¥ Tutor will briefly describe her art practice, the materials and

9:00- 11.00am weaving techniques tha are used and show dides of her
Environmental sculptural indallations

¥ Thestudentswill showthetutor ther preparatory drawingsthey
have completed and they will decidewhether ther sculpture will be
free standing or sugpended.

¥ Thetutor will introduee the studentsto therangeof materials
available. They will then select the materials to condruct thar
sculpture.

¥ TheTutor will distribute lengths of pahang cane and demondrate
howto cut, shgpe and bind it with wire. Shewill show examples of
sculptures made out of cane and natural materials.

¥ Thestudents can then begin to cut the pahang cane and condruct
the skeleton form of ther sculpture.

Morming Tea
11:00-
11:30an
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Second ¥ Thestudentswill continueto congruct theform of ther sculpture.
Session ¥ Thetutor will conault with each student to assess thar progress and
11:30- 1:00pm offer advice concerning congructiion methods
¥ Thetutor will demongrate how to make coiled coconutfibre shgpes
tha can beincorporated into the student@ sculptural form.
¥ Thetutor will also demondrate how to make a net like web with
string, as a possible surface decoration.
Lunchtime
1:00- 1:45pm
Third Session ¥ Thestudentswill aim to finish and decorate ther fantasy creatures
1:45- 3:00pm by 2:30pm Thiswill give the students time to clean up thearea and
collect un-used material.
¥ Attheendof theday thestudents will display al thefinished
sculptures.
Materials List

Thetutor will provide pehang canetha will betheprimary material used to condruct the
sculptures. Shewill aso provide arangeof naural materials induding coconutfibre, leaves
and paper bak, and will have ahand hdd drill, secateurs, pliers and aso some wire.

Student
Requirements

¥

¥
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The students will need to collect natural materials from ther
community.

Suitable materials would beleaves, seeds, paper bak, pam fronds
bamboo, pinecones, jacarandastalks, pineneedles and feathers.
Theworkshop can beadgpted to suit whatever materials are available
in thelocal environment.

Scissors, string (coloured or natural) & white glue

Wire and masking tape

Secateurs (to cut cane), pliers (to tighten wire) and hand hed drill.
The students can bring other materials to decorate their sculptures
and make them more persond. For example: fabric, coloured thread
and foundobjects.

Venue
Requirements

Thevenuewould need access to power, water andtoilet facilities. This
workshop can be conduded outdoors, butit would be necessary to have a
couple of largetables for the students to work on. Each sculpture will be
approx. 1 - 1 1/2 metres in length. So theworking space needsto befairly
large to accommodae 20 or more students.

Materials levy

Approximately $15per student

Materials levy
includes

¥
¥

Pahang cane
Other naural fibres
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