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Casselle Mountford 
Contemporary environmental sculpture  
 
Workshop Summary 
Using various natural materials students will create a 3D free standing or suspended fantasy 
creature. This workshop is a tactile sculpture activity introducing students to a range of 
construction methods, weaving techniques and materials. 
 
Length 
Two day adult workshop. One day workshop available for schools 
 
Suitable for  
Adults and 14- 16 yr olds (Upper Secondary School)  
Up to 20 participants. For schools it would work with a larger size group if there were two 
teacher aides present. 
 
Workshop Details 
To prepare for this workshop, students will need to have collected a variety of natural 
materials from their environment. It would be helpful if they could do some research on artists 
who use the natural environment as the inspiration for their art. The tutor can provide a list of 
suitable artists if requested. 
 
Before the workshop each student could complete a sketch of the fantasy creature they will 
create. They could also think about how to incorporate different natural materials in their 
sculpture. For example: leaves (scales on fish), feathers (wings) and coiled coconut fibre (bug 
eyes). 
 
Day 1 
First Session 
9:00- 11:00am 

¥ Tutor will briefly describe her art practice, the materials and 
weaving techniques that are used and show slides of her 
Environmental sculptural installations. 

¥ The students will show the tutor their preparatory drawings they 
have completed and they will decide whether their sculpture will be 
free standing or suspended. 

¥ The tutor will introduce the students to the range of materials 
available. They will then select the materials to construct their 
sculpture. 

¥ The Tutor will distribute lengths of pahang cane and demonstrate 
how to cut, shape and bind it with wire. She will show examples of 
sculptures made out of cane and natural materials. 

¥ The students can then begin to cut the pahang cane and construct 
the skeleton form of their sculpture. 

Morning Tea 
11:00- 
11:30am 
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Materials List 
The tutor will provide pahang cane that will be the primary material used to construct the 
sculptures. She will also provide a range of natural materials including coconut fibre, leaves 
and paper bark, and will have a hand held drill, secateurs, pliers and also some wire.  
  
Student  
Requirements  

¥ The students will need to collect natural materials from their 
community. 

¥ Suitable materials would be leaves, seeds, paper bark, palm fronds, 
bamboo, pinecones, jacaranda stalks, pine needles and feathers. 

¥ The workshop can be adapted to suit whatever materials are available 
in the local environment. 

¥ Scissors, string (coloured or natural) & white glue. 
¥ Wire and masking tape. 
¥ Secateurs (to cut cane), pliers (to tighten wire) and hand held drill. 
¥ The students can bring other materials to decorate their sculptures 

and make them more personal. For example: fabric, coloured thread 
and found objects. 

 
Venue 
Requirements 

The venue would need access to power, water and toilet facilities. This 
workshop can be conducted outdoors, but it would be necessary to have a 
couple of large tables for the students to work on. Each sculpture will be 
approx. 1 - 1 1/2 metres in length. So the working space needs to be fairly 
large to accommodate 20 or more students. 

 
Materials levy Approximately $15 per student 
Materials levy 
includes 

¥ Pahang cane 
¥ Other natural fibres 

 
 

Second 
Session 
11:30- 1:00pm 

¥ The students will continue to construct the form of their sculpture. 
¥ The tutor will consult with each student to assess their progress and 

offer advice concerning construction methods. 
¥ The tutor will demonstrate how to make coiled coconut fibre shapes 

that can be incorporated into the studentÕs sculptural form. 
¥ The tutor will also demonstrate how to make a net like web with 

string, as a possible surface decoration. 
Lunchtime 
1:00- 1:45pm 

 

Third Session 
1:45- 3:00pm 

¥ The students will aim to finish and decorate their fantasy creatures 
by 2:30pm. This will give the students time to clean up the area and 
collect un-used material. 

¥ At the end of the day the students will display all the finished 
sculptures. 


