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Paul Johnson 
Art in public places 
 
Workshop Summary 
This workshop covers the full range of considerations necessary to secure and complete a 
commission for a public artwork.  It includes publicity & promotion; designing for public 
spaces; materials, construction, conservation & safety; finances, contracts & copyright. 
 
The workshop will be centered around a hypothetical local project and require that 
participants engage in the design work, materials research, costing and preparation of clear 
proposals. 
 
Length 
2 days 
 
Suitable for  
Practicing artists with an interest in winning commissions for public art. 
Number of participants: up to 12 
 
Workshop Details 
To prepare for the workshop, participants should read anything available about public art anywhere in 
the world. Over 2 days, the following topics will be dealt with in the listed order in varying degrees. 
Lectures and handouts will be interspersed with demonstrations and class work: 
Workshop 
Overview 

 

¥ Establish a hypothetical local project and define the brief [prepared 
by the tutor] 

¥ Submitting Expressions of Interest Ð the competitive edge 
¥ The requirements of a Concept Design Ð model-

making/drawing/photography 
¥ The requirements of a Developed Design Ð safety, longevity, 

materials and money 
¥ Fabrication and installation processes Ð options and alternatives 
¥ Warranties and maintenance; contracts and copyright 
¥ Photo-documentation Ð publicity and promotion 

 
Materials List 
Participant  
Requirements  

¥ Drawing materials 
¥ Writing materials 
¥ Cardboard 
¥ Wire 
¥ Glue guns  
¥ Colouring materials. 

Materials levy Approximately $5 per person 

Materials levy 
includes 

¥ Printed handouts 

 


