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Grant Hodges 
Reinvent ÔFunkÕtional objects using the wheel and hand building techniques 
 
Workshop Summary 
Learn a variety of forming techniques that can be used to create functional ceramic objects.  From the 
ancient yet innovative technique of coil and throw (if pottery wheels are available) to found object 
slump and hump moulding.  This is a very hands on workshop which will engage beginner to expert 
clay Artists. 
 
Length 
This workshop can be tailored to suit the needs of participants from Half to two days. 
 
 
Suitable for  
Up to 30 participants of all ages  
This workshop can be tailored to suit the needs and abil ities of participants. 
Have had experience working with most age groups and abilities eg. Toddlers, people with disabilities 
through to elderly. 
 
Planning 
Research what makes object or vessel functional 
 
 
Workshop Outline 
Outline for a one or two day secondary school or adult workshop. 
 
Day 1 
 

Bri ef Introduction about my art  practice and workshop outl ine - data 
presentation, slide show or folio.                                                                (30 mins)                                                                
 
Demonstra tion of clay preparation i.e. wedging kneeding and mixing   

 
• Discussion and demonstration of the properties of clay and where and how it 

is formed dug and prepared for us to use.                                       (15 mins) 
• Participants now prepare their clay, and cover all but a tennis ball size with 

plastic.                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                                    (15 mins)                                                    
Hand building techniques demonstrations  

 
• Pinch pot tea cup 
• Slab found hump mould platter 
• Carved lidded box 
• Coil built bowl found slump mould                           (5 -10 mins each) 

 



Wshop07_Hodges_ReinventFunctional.doc 2 

 Wheel throwing technique demonstra tions  
 

• Coil an throw vase  
• Thrown slab planter 
• Coffee mug 

                                                                                                         (5-10 mins each ) 
Usually there are insuffi cient wheels, if this is the case par ti cipants are divided 
into groups to take it in turns at wheel throwing (WT) techniques while rest of 
the group continues hand building (HB) functional objects.  
 
One hand building and then two wheel throwing techniques are demonstrated to the 
entire group.  Participants then begin experimenting with these construction 
techniques until it is time for the wheel throwers to change.  At which time the next 
two HB demonstrations followed by the last (WT) demonstration. 
 
This rotation continues until each participant has completed a series of objects using 
a variety of forming techniques. 
                                                                       (2 to 3 hrs depending on size of group) 
 
Morni ng tea and Lunch are taken whenever it is ti me  
 

• Demonstra tion of turni ng, refi ning and finishing the form 
• Decoration techniques - carving  
                                              - stamping 
                                              - raw glazing 

                                                    - trailed glaze 
                                                    - slip decoration 

                                              - stencils using recycled materials 
                                              - patterning 

                                                                           (2 hours including demonstra tions) 
 
Conclusion 
Discussion about industrialization of production and limited edition production.   
 
Participants are divided into pairs to provide a critique on another objects and giving 
each score out of fi ve for both form and function. 
 
Once fi red an interactive display of the functional objects could be exhibited to allow 
a more rigorous testing of form and function. 
 
Firing is only possible where facilities allow of prior arrangement is made. 

 

 
 
Materials List 
Student 
Requirements 

• Depending on duration of workshop and the scale of the objects 
which are made.  3kg of Raku or sculpture clay ( BRT, CBR, 

FeeneyÕs Red Raku, KeeneÕs Raku, etc.  + 3 kg of throwing 
clay per student (325, Walkers 5B, Bennetts Terracotta etc.) 

• local found clay (if you have even just seen something that you 
think might be clay but arenÕt sure collect a tennis ball sized piece 
and bring it to the workshop, unrefined clays are often far more 
interesting than commercial clays needless to say a lot cheaper.) 

• Hand building tools i.e. fork, butter knife 
• 4 or 5 found objects for stamping and using as moulds i.e. 

textured shells, coral, flexible plastic bowls , weathered pieces of 
wood etc. (some will be supplied)   

• 50 cm fishing line 9kg (20lb) (some will be supplied donÕt buy a roll 
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especially) 
• Ice-cream container with lid or similar size plastic container 
• Small sponge 
• Used plastic shopping bags 
• 1 soft paint brush 
• Sketchbook and pencil 
• Towel or Rag 
• Apron or old shirt  
• Materials for fibre kiln building (opti onal) 
• Camera for documentation 

 
Venue 
Requirements  
 

• Data projector or slide projector (optional) 
• Undercover work area for working with clay  
• Sturdy Work tables 
• Boards to store and transport objects 
• Chairs  
• Pottery wheel/s if available 
• 2 pair of welding gloves 
• Access to water 
 

Materials levy Arti st wi ll  supply for loan 
• A selection of slips and glazes 
• A selection of home made tools for loan 

 
Arti st can also supply or provi de 

• Clay at wholesale price + freight 
• 4 Pottery wheels 
• A selection of molds 
• Kiln to complete process 
• Firing service 

 
 


