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Jillian Dawson 
Shhh… A short course in silent film-making 
 
Workshop summary 
Learn the basics of short film-making with a hands on approach.  Write, act and film a two-
minute contemporary silent film in collaboration with other workshop participants using your 
local environment as a film set. 
 
Length 
3 days if possible, otherwise can be condensed to two days. 
 
Suitable for  
High school students and adults of any skill level.   
Maximum of 20 participants 
 
Workshop Details 
Day 1  Meet and introductions 

 Workshop ideas, pitch story ideas, write script 
 Basics of filmmaking – camera operation, shot lists and storyboards, 

lighting using natural light 
 Rehearsals 
 

Day 2  
 
 
Night 

 Meet 
 Shoot film  
 
 Tutor to put footage into editing suite ready to edit tomorrow. 

 
Day 3  Meet  

 Editing basics, editing styles and techniques, finish edit and master to 
mini DV 

 Dub to VHS, questions, world premiere screening of film 
 

 
Materials List 
Student 
Requirements 

 Participants should bring ideas, story concepts and character ideas. 
 Pen and paper 
 VHS tape 
 Any costumes or props from home that you think maybe useful. 

 
Venue 
Requirements 

 Electricity 
 Video player (tutor can bring one if not available) 

 
 


