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FLYI NG ARTS I NC 
Level 5 

333 Adelaide St 
 Brisbane, QLD 4000 

 
PHONE: (07) 3853 3271 

FAX: (07) 3853 3277 
e-mail: info@flyingarts.org.au 

Nancy Brown 
Patterning and printing on textiles 
 
Workshop summary 
School groups will learn how to create patterns and screenprint or block print their repeat designs onto 
textiles. They will draw, cut and create their own designs with a class theme (eg, native plants 
and animals and print them onto fabric, shirts or bags or as a class banner project). 
 
Length 
2 days  

 
Suitable for  
Grade 1- grade 12 
Class group with teacher/ teacher aide 
 
 
Planning 
Long tables, access to water, access to laser jet photocopier if photoemulsion screenprinting is taught 
(high school groups). Fabric ink stains the clothes so remember paint shirts or aprons, and a decision 
about a theme for the project can help the students begin. This can be discussed beforehand with tutor. 
 
Workshop details 
 
Day 1 9am-10am Tutor demonstration: samples of block printed textiles and discussion on 

the formation of repeat patterning. Tutor demonstrates measuring out a block for a 
tessellating pattern, Design is discussed, and demonstrates how to make a block for 
printing from a collagraph or lino block. 
 
10am-11am Students prepare their block by measuring, carving, cutting and gluing. 
 
11am-12.00 Demonstation of printing, students print their designs on fabric pieces 
with fabric inks. 
 
12.30-1 Tutor demonstrates screenprinting and discusses different ways of 
screenprinting, showing samples of screenprinting on textiles 
. 
1-1.45 Students work out design ideas for screenprinting. They will cut and print 1 
for themselves and 1 for a collaborative group work-could be used a banner, to be 
printed with a larger screen. 
 
1.45-2.45 Screenprinting begins: each student screenprints their own design onto 
their fabric. 
 
2.45-3 Questions and answers, clean up. 
 

Day 2 
 

9-10 am Tutor describes and demonstrates use of photoemulsion in screenprinting, 
and suitable designs for printing 
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10-11 Student prepare designs with felt tip pens for collaborative project. Designs 
are assembled and photocopied onto acetate. 
 
11-12am Demonstration of overprinting, colour and composition. Students will 
create designs that build on those developed during previous day by creating a 
second block to overprint with, or complement their first design. 
 
12.30-1.30 Printing from second design, printing with a range of colour, 
overprinting. 
 
1.30-2.00 Expose and develop photo screen wit collaborative artwork on it. 
 
2.00-2.45 Printing of bags, shirts, fabric pieces with collaborative artwork on it. 
 
2.45 Clean up, question and answer session. 

 
 
Materials List 
Student 
Requirements 

Block pri nting 
!  1 linoleum block per participant 
!  Fabric inks and retarder (see suppliers below) 
!  Small spongy rollers 
!  1m cotton or cotton blend material (plain or coloured) 
!  Lino or wood carving tools 
!  Ice cream containers and lids  
!  Newspaper and old phone book 
!  Rags 
!  Rubber gloves 
!  Iron 
!  Blankets and sheets to cover table 
!  Drawing materials 
!  scissors 
!  PVA Glue 
!  Cardboard Ðthat can be cut with scissors 
!  Spray bathroom cleaner 
!  Venue needs tables and access to water 

 
Screenpri nti ng 

!  Screens 
!  Squeegees 
!  1 litre containers of permaset Aqua or other Fabric inks in different colours, 

1 1litre tub of white supercover sometimes called hicover and fabric printing 
or painting retarder (see supplier) 

!  Newspaper and old phonebook 
!  Butchers paper 
!  Rags 
!  Scissors or blade and cutting mat 
!  Rubber gloves 
!  Minimum of 1m of fabric each, can be coloured, patterned or plain. Cotton 

or cotton blend. 
!  Pencils, black felt tipped drawing pens and paper 
!  Blankets and sheets to cover tables. 
!  Iron 
!  Packaging tape or masking tape 
!  2 large car cleaning sponges 

 
For  photographic screenpri nti ng session- groups wil l need these items, check 
with tutor : 
Piece of A3 foam sponge that fi ts inside screen 6cm depth. (for photographic 
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screenprinting) 
Wooden board larger than biggest screen. 
Piece of clean clear glass A3 or A4 size ( for photographic screenprinting) 
Tutor can bring photoemulsion and screen stripper, and screenprinting acetate at a 
cost of $4 for each student, if group is learning photoemulsion. screenprinting. 
Thick black garbage bags 
 
Suppliers: Screens,squeegees, mesh, permaset inks, Gabba Screen printing Supplies 
07 38915080. scott@gabbasps.com.au 189 Wellington St, East Brisbane 
 

 
Materials 
Levy 

Tutor can bring photoemulsion and screen stripper, and screenprinting acetate at a 
cost of $4 for each student, if group is learning photoemulsion screenprinting. 

 

Venue 
Requirements 

Access to long tables, hose, water, or buckets of water. Access to laser jet printer and 
curtained room or room away from direct sunlight if photographic screenprinting is 
to be learned. 
 


