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Workshop Summary 

Make your own fabulous fabric hats using traditional millinery techniques. This is a beginning pattern 
making and construction course, giving participants instruction on how to draft patterns and construct 
hats.  Participants should be able to create at least two unique hats that not only look great but fit 
perfectly. 
 
 

Length 
2 Days 
 

Suitable for 
Level: Secondary School students and Adults, all levels of experience welcome, however basic 
machine sewing skills needed. 
Max No. Participants:   10 
  

Planning 
Have materials and equipment listed on the requirement list 
  

Workshop Outline 
Day 1 • Introduction 

• Show how to take personal measurements 
• Draft a circle tip and basic beret 
• Draft a straight side band in different heights 
• Draft an oval tip 
• Draft a shaped brim using radii 
• Draft a shaped crown using radii 
• Demonstrate how to test accuracy of seam allowance and seam 

match 
 

Day 2 • Discuss how to create different looks by mixing and matching 
crowns and brims 

• Students make hat shapes in calico to further check overall look 
and fit 

• Discussion on what difference interfacing makes to the look of a 
hat 

• How to construct hats Ð layering of fabric, bias and straight grain 
cut, fused and sewn. 

• Allow hands on time to complete hat/s 
• Finish hat with lining made in class 
• Discuss how to store a hat properly 
• Get everyone to try on their hat Ð check overall f it 
• Outcome and opinions discussed, admire the results 
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Materials list 

Participant 
requirements 

• Paper for drafting patterns, minimum of 5 sheets (eg. butchers paper 
form art shop) 

• 1m square thick floor vinyl or thick packing cardboard (strong) or 
foam board (from art shops) Ð you need to be able to stick a drawing 
pin into it 

• Square ruler or protractor 
• Long ruler 
• Tape measure with hole in the end (very important) 
• Pencils, sharpener, eraser 
• Fine felt tip marker pen 
• Paper scissors, fabric scissors 
• Hand sewing needles, thimble 
• Drawing pins 
• Masking tape 
• Compass to draw circles with 
• DressmakerÕs pins 
• Quick unpick 
• Sewing machine and equipment  (bobbin, spare needles etc.)) 
• Power board and/or extension leads 
• 1m calico 
• 1m woven iron on interfacing, medium weight (Whisper Weft Ð brand 

name) 
• 1m fabric in chosen colour Ð something with a bit of body eg: cotton, 

furnishing fabric etc for each hat 
• !  m of fine cotton fabric eg: poplin) for lining in matching colour to 

chosen fabric for each hat 
• Machine thread to match fabric 
• Pen, notebook 

Venue 
requirements 

• Plenty of light, or daylight 
• Access to power 
• Tea and coffee facilities 
• Large work tables and chairs for students and tutor 
• Iron and ironing board 
• Mirror, if  possible, for trying on hats 
• Area for display purposes 
• Whiteboard and markers 
 

Mater ials levy N/A 
 

 


