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Fiona Wright
Felt Inspirations - Foundations

Workshop Summary

Drawing inspiration from a place special to us we will learn the techniques needed to depict it in felt.
Wewill look at the nuts and bolts of creating our masterpieces in nuno felt. Dyeing wool and silk,
techniques of producing anuno felt, printing onto the surface, stitch and use it to work some pieces
reflecting special places.

Length

| 2days

Suitable for

Level: Adults or Senior School Students
Max No. Participants: 10

Planning

e Collect someimages of afew places special to you. Use your own photos, pics out of a
magazine or off the web. Places you have been to or fantasize about one day visiting.

e Useyour journa to describe that location...sights, sounds, smells, the light, city/ country and
your feelings there (these are private notes- you don't have to share then with others)

e Think of your feelings of the place- if you had to use a colour to describe those feelings which
oneswould it be?

e If you squint your eyes, so the view is blurry, what few colours stand out... what would they
morph to if you exaggerated them?

*  Who arethe artists you especially like, how do they depict alocation? What is it about their
method you like?

* Find afew examples of their works to bring along,

Workshop Outline
Day 1 Morning
e Introductions Tutors and Participants
e Introduction to felting, history and contemporary_practises
e Instructionin laying a piece out
e Class produce asample piece
Afternoon
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Discussion of approaches one might take to depict a sense of place
Drawing exercise (tutor lead) to develop images to use in the felt
Start individual pieces

Day 2

Discuss the techniques and take notes on method
Continue individua works with tutor@ assistance

Materials list

Participant
requirements

Matchstick blind (up to 90cm wide) strings and metal bits removed. Can be
found at Spotlight, Second hand shops and $2 stores.

Or bubble wrap 1m plus square and broom handle length of wood
Or large piece of very thin plastic (like that from dry cleaners) and atowel

Bucket, squeeze bottle that will take hot water

Plastic gloves

Few old towels and plastic bags

2m of terylene or nylon fabric (sheer, fine, tightly woven synthetic material
that isvery smooth) to cover the felt during the felting process

2m black cotton Voile or muslin (the cheapest and thinnest is best)
Various coloured silk organzas, silk tissues and silk pg (light weight, sheer
silks)

Various coloured wool tops

Knitting yarns, interesting threads, assortment of light, delicate fabrics, glitzy bits

etc. optional
Venue * Wetarea
requirements e Accessto hot water

* Teaand coffeefacilities

Microwave and iron optional

Materials
levy

NOTE: Hard to find materials are available for purchase from the tutor:

e Silk organza, silk tissue, silk paj in quarters $7
*  Cotton Voile $4m Blimited amount
*  Wool tops
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