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Fiona Wright 
Machine Embroidery Inspired by Hundertwasser and Klee - 
Masterclass 
 

Workshop Summary 
Taking inspiration from the masters of colour and line, Friedensreich Hundertwasser and Paul Klee, 
will be the starting point for these techniques. We will look at developing our own designs inspired by 
these artistsÕ work. This workshop really lends itself to working fast and small Ð postcard size Ð to try 
out ideas. Dyeing silks, effects such as layering, stitching, and cutting back of sheer fabrics. 
 
 

Length 
2 days 
 

Suitable for 
Level: Adults or Senior Students 
Max No. Participants: 10 
  

Planning 
Please look up information on the artists Hundertwasser and Klee and bring copies of a few images that 
catch your eye. Please also bring a few images that you like, either country or cityscapes. 
  

Workshop Outline 
Day 1 ¥ Introductions of tutor and class 

¥ Look at some images of Hundertwasser and Klee, focusing on one 
component at a time 

¥ Participate in exercises to delve into their design ideas 
¥ Stitch a fabric ÔpostcardÕ from that exercise 

 
¥ We will focus on their use of colour, introducing the basics of colour 

theory, looking at their use of line and what it brings out in their 
work.  

 
¥ Participate in tutor led exercises to use these observations. 
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Materials list 

Participant 
requirements 

¥ Images you have collected 
¥ Journal or notebook and pen 
¥ Sewing machine with an embroidery foot. These techniques will be 

applicable to hand work, but the machine allows more immediate 
results giving participants the opportunity to try lots of different 
examples instead of just a few. NOTE if you are unfamiliar with the 
embroidery foot please experiment with it prior the workshop, as 
sometimes you need to adjust the tension. 

¥ 0.5m cardboard weight fusible non-woven interfacing 
¥ Range of sheer, plain fabrics Ð lots of bright clear colours (if 

purchasing them 30cm is wide enough) Silk organza behaves 
especially well. Sheer fabrics are important, allowing the participants 
to achieve the layered effects of the painters. 

¥ Scraps of silky/satiny fabrics and/or bright cottons to go into the base 
lay of your composition 

¥ Range of coloured thread for machining 
¥ 1m cotton fabric in a light colour to back the postcards  
¥ Sharp scissor and/or cutting mat and rotary cutter 
¥ Rayons optional 

 
 

Venue 
requirements 

¥ Access to power 
¥ 1m table space per person 
 

Materials levy Silk organza fat quarters in a variety of colours available for purchase from the 
artist $7 each Ð as they are hard to find.  
Cardboard weight non-fusable interfacing can also be made available upon 
request. 

 


