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Tracy Brown 
Introduction to glass beadmaking - Foundations 

 
Workshop Summary 

Safety issues and then an introduction to glass properties and the glass that is used are 
covered. Basic techniques are demonstrated and then practised as you learn to make a glass 
bead and decorate it.  Demonstrations are run throughout the class with an emphasis on 
correct techniques while having fun. 
 

Length 
2 days 
 

Suitable for 
Level: Adults - beginners to advanced 
Max No. Parti cipants: 10 
  

Planning 
This beginnerÕs class is designed as a fun day that introduces the participant to working with 
hot glass.  No prior knowledge or understanding is necessary. The emphasis of the class is an 
introduction to some basic techniques, and to start to get a feel for the glass and using the 
torch, and to have a great time.  
  

Workshop Outline 
Topics covered duri ng the 2 day workshop: 
 

¥ Basic bead Ð how to wind a basic bead. 
¥ Pulling stringers Ð stringers and their use in decorating a bead. 
¥ Dot bead Ð decorating a basic bead with dots. 
¥ Frit Ð frit and itÕs uses on beads. 
¥ Shaped bead Ð using the graphite marver to shape your bead Ð basic barrel shape and 

bicone shape will be demonstrated. 
¥ Poked dots Ð a demo on poking dots on the bead 
¥ A guide to basic designs on beads Ð dotÕs, stringer, fri t, fl orals, organics etc. 
¥ Colour combining of the glass for best effects. 
¥ Floral bead Ð this will cover the making of a basic floral bead. 
¥ Sculptural flower  &/or leaf bead Ð a demonstration of sculptural flowers and a leaf.  
 

There will be demos of some or all of the above techniques and then torch time for the 
students to practice.  Breaks will be taken on a regular basis, as these classes can be very 
tiring Ð but also very exciting.  The class is paced at the participants learning speed and is 
catered to the participants in the class.   
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WARNING!!!  Glass beadmaking can be VERY addictive!!! 
 

 

Materials list 

Par ti cipant 
requirements 

¥ Comfy cotton clothing (non synthetic), 
¥ Enclosed shoes &  nothing dangly including hair.   
¥ A small plastic or glass container for water. Eg. Large yoghurt 

or 2ltr ice cream container 
¥ Something to take your beads home in. 
 

Venue 
requirements 

¥ 3+ tables with a heatproof coveringÉ eg. Masonite or ceramic 
tiles (preferably dark colour).   

¥ Enough chairs for each participant and tutor  
¥ Venue needs to have good ventilation but no open breezes etc. 
¥ Tea & Coffee facilities or access to power to make tea & coffee 

etc. 
¥ Gas bottles - 5 x 9kg bottles and 1 x smaller primus fi tting gas 

bottle (Depends on class size as to how many bottles are 
needed) eg. 2 x torches per 1 x 9kg bottle. 

¥ Fire extinguisher 
 

Materials levy Approx  $15 per person 
 

Materials levy 
includes 

¥ Notes 
¥ Glass 
¥ Frit 

 


