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Anneke Silver 
Drawing for beginners - Foundations 
 
Workshop summary 
Drawing is a great way to learn to 'see'. It can be the foundations for further art making of an art form 
in itself. Use oriental brush and ink, charcoal, conte or pencil to capture a moment in time or a quality 
of light. This workshop will begin with the basic principles of tone, line and mark making using 
structured exercises and will then work towards individual expression.  
 
Length 
2 days 
 

Suitable for 
Level: Adults Ð all levels of experience 
Max No. Parti cipants: 15 
  
Workshop Details 
Suggested program only: a flexible approach is preferred depending on level of skill and interest of 
participants. 
 

 
Day 2 
 

Morning  
!  Slide lecture of examples of drawing in various periods of history and 

contemporary art.  Reflections on style on line, markmaking and tonal 
value. 

!  Using oriental or large watercolour brush and ink explore the use of 
line, marks and tonal value in a variety of subject matter of choice. 

Afternoon 
!  Working with media of choice on subject matter of choice 
!  Group discussion of results 
!  Ideas for further personal study 

 

Day 1 
 

Morning 
!  Brief review of the visual elements and grammar of form 
!  Rendering of tonal scale in various media 
!  Group discussion of results 
!  Rendering in tone simple geometric objects 
!  Group discussion of results 

Afternoon 
!  Introduction to use of charcoal, rubber and white pastel to create a 

range of rich tonal marks to render more complex shapes 
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Materials List 
Par ti cipant 
Requirements 
 

¥ A choice of thin and thick willow charcoal sticks 
¥ One stick black conte (soft) 
¥ Pencils from 2H, H, HB, B etc.  to 4 or 6B  
¥ Good quality cartridge paper:10 sheets A2;  5 sheets A1. 
¥ Fine tip felt pen 
¥ Indian ink 
¥ Oriental brush or large watercolour brush about 8mm diameter. 
¥ Steadler pencil eraser (new, from newsagent) 
¥ Kneadable rubber 
¥ Masking tape 
¥ Drawing board, easel, Bulldog clips 
¥ Notebook 
¥ Ruler 
¥ Craft knife (el cheapo) 
¥ Photos or actual objects to draw 
¥ Rags  
¥ Containers 

 
Venue 
Requirements  
 

!  Slide projector 
!  Easel and drawing boards if possible 
 

Materials levy N/A 
 
 


