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Ronita Neal 
Introduction to Photography: the secrets to taking a great 
photograph - Foundations 
 

Workshop Summary 
The workshop will explore the basic technical and artistic skills needed to make a great photograph. 
You will learn the common mistakes people make, the basics of how to compose a photo to have 
impact and how to ÒseeÓ what will make a good photograph. We will discuss how to choose cameras 
and equipment relevant to the type of photos participants would like to take. The presentation of the 
workshop is via digital display allowing participants to see visual examples of the topics being covered 
in the workshop as well as teaching points. Includes practical sessions and review of images. 
 
 

Length 
2 days 
 

Suitable for 
Level: 15 years old Ð adults 
This workshop is designed for beginners who have been taking some photos but would like to know 
how to improve their images. 
Max No. Participants: 12  
  

Planning 
Participants would need their own camera and should bring any other equipment they have. It would be 
best if they had a digital camera so practice images taken during the workshop could be reviewed and 
suggestions for improvement given. If participants are borrowing a camera it would be good if  they 
could take some photos and make sure they are familiar with itÕs basic operation prior to the workshop. 
They should also bring the manual for their camera and other equipment. 
 
The participants should bring 10 printed examples of their own photographs to the workshop  (5 good 
photos and 5 that demonstrate problem areas); These will be mixed together at the beginning of the 
workshop and used as examples throughout the 2 days. They will be returned to the participants at the 
conclusion of the workshop. Prints should be 5*7 inches or larger. 
  

Workshop Outline 
Day 1 
 
9am Ð 10am 
Introduction to workshop 
Review of participants equipment, images and expectations for the workshop 
Review of tutors images and experiences 
 
10am - 10:15am Morning tea 
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10:15 Ð 12pm 
Overview of composition (placement of the subject, rule of thirds, lead in line, matching format to 
subject, ÔseeingÕ good subjects, posing people, leaving ÔspaceÕ for the subject.) 
Creating mood (the role of light, rule of thirds, scanning the frame, f il l ing the frame, creating impact 
through colour, creating impact through shape, mood and contrast etc.) 
 
These points will be illustrated by a variety of images displayed electronically via PowerPoint 
 
12pm Ð 1pm Lunch 
 
1pm Ð 3pm 
 
Practical exercise in composition Ð participants will take photos of subjects available in and around the 
workshop venue including fellow participants. The tutor will work with individuals to offer comment 
and suggestions. Images will be downloaded (where possible) for anonymous review to reinforce 
teaching points, group problem solving and tutor suggestions for improving images. Topic set for 
ÔhomeworkÕ (depending on participants interests). 
 
Day 2 
 
9am Ð 10am 
Review of participants learning from day 1 and review of ÔhomeworkÕ images 
 
9:30am- 10:30am 
Introduction to technical issues such as depth of filed, shutter speed, aperture, ISO, white balance, 
metering, f ill f lash, tripod use and lens selection using examples of tutorÕs images. Participants will 
learn how to identify these functions on their own camera using their own manual and why these 
functions are important when they are taking their photographs. 
 
10:30am Ð 10: 45am Morning Tea 
 
10:45am - 12:30pm 
Technical issues and manual familiarisation continued. 
The tutor will also demonstrate various techniques within the framework provided by the presentation. 
ÔTestÕ shots may be taken by the participants to familiarise themselves with these functions. Problems 
will be discussed and used as teaching points for the individual and the group. 
Discussion of features of different cameras and their limitations. This will allow participants to better 
identify what equipment they will need for their own use in the future. Brief discussion of printing, 
storage and colour management. 
 
12:30 Ð 1:30pm Lunch 
 
1:30 Ð 2:30pm 
Practical exercises with subjects set up by the tutor as well as what can be ÔfoundÕ in and around the 
workshop venue. These can be tailored to the interest of the group. 
Demonstrations by the tutor on technical issues discussed earlier 
Review of participant images 
Questions 
 
2:30 Ð 3pm 
Review of participant learning 
Close of workshop 
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Materials list 

Participant 
requirements 

¥ A camera (preferable digital), camera manual and any other 
photographic equipment they may already have. Participants would 
get most benefit out of the workshop if  they had a digital camera 
however many of the f irst dayÕs topics are equally relevant to film and 
digital users.  The content of the second day would need to be adapted 
to film users 

¥ Pen and paper for taking notes 
¥ 10 printed images for review (5 good images and 5 images that show 

problem areas) prints should be at least 5*7 inches 
Venue 
requirements 

¥ Tables and chairs in rectangular layout with tutor at ÔheadÕ 
¥ Spare space to move around inside of venue for practical activities 
¥ Power to run a laptop computer (supplied by tutor) and data projector 

or monitor 
¥ Data projector and screen. Alternatively a large (22 inch or more) 

modern high definition television with Svideo or large (22 inch or 
more) SVGA computer monitor. 

¥ Ability to dim or turn out light so image can be seen (curtains on 
windows so light in room can be controlled 

¥ Tea and coffee facilitates 
 

Mater ials levy N/A unless the tutor has to hire a data projector and screen or alternative. If 
equipment hire is required cost per person would depend on the number of 
participants and length of hire (as a guide estimated cost approx $50 per 
person) 
 

 


