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Nancy Brown 
Printing on textiles - Foundations 
 
Workshop summary 
Learn how to screenprint, from hand cut stencils and photographic emulsion. Create repeat patterns 
from lino blocks and collagraphs and print them by hand onto cotton, patchwork pieces, bags and 
shirts. Create colourful community banners with your own designs and create sun prints from found 
objects on fabrics that are fully washable.  
 
Length 
2 days to explore the techniques in depth or this workshop can be used in combination with Nancy's 
other courses or shortened into a half or full day workshop.  
 
This workshop can also be tailored for festivals and events where participants can screenprint banners 
or bags 
 
Suitable for  
Level: Adults, Primary school and Secondary school students - this workshop is suitable for all levels 
of ability 
Max No. Parti cipants: 15 
 
Planning  
Fabric ink stains clothes permanently, so aprons are necessary. 
Internal or curtained room if photographic screenprinting is being learned (workshops can be run 
without learning this process). 
Access to photocopier or computer with transparency printing is useful for this workshop. 
 
Workshop Details 
Day 1 9-10 am Samples of screenprinted materials are shown. Tutor demonstrates 

designing cutting and screenprinting from a hand cut stencil. 
 
10-12 Screenprinting from hand cut stencils, class designs hand cut stencils, and 
prints material. 
 
12-12.30 Screens are cleaned and prepared with photographic emulsion. 
 
1-2 Samples of block printed patterns are shown and discussed, Tutor gives a 
demonstration of how to measure and prepare a block for printing, 
 
2-4 Participants design their blocks and print in repeat patterns across their material, 
clean up, class discussion, pattern, colour, design, overprinting. 

Day 2 9-10 discussion of photographic screenprinting, design ideas. Tutor shows samples 
of photographic screenprinting, and class works on designs. This will be a 
collaborative project with a number of students work assembled on the one screen. 
 
10-12 Images are drawn up, photocopied and arranged on transparencies.  
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12-1 Photographic screen exposed to sunlight and washed out. 
 
1-2 Printing from screen. 
      Printing a second and third colour with screens and blocks. 
 
2-4 Sunprinting. Sunprinting paints are prepared, material is laid out on boards, 
painted, and found objects or stencils laid on top for sunprinting. Images are 
developed in the sun. Clean up, class discussion. 

 
Materials List 

 
 

Par ti cipant 
Requirements 

!  Tutor can bri ng the following items for dri ving tri ps for a materi als levy 
of $30. For fl ying tri ps tutor can bri ng items with *  and other items if 
necessary  for  levy of $15 per person 

!  *1 linoleum block per participant 
!  * transparencies for photocopying and inkjet printers 
!  *opaque pens  
!  *small non slip mats for lino carving 
!  * tailors chalk 
!  *Lino or wood carving tools 
!  *Photoemulsion and screen stripper.Ulano 925wr or ask for water based 

textile emulsion, see supplier below, or tutor can bring. 
!  *Emulsion scoop 
!  *Blades (surgical scalpel is good) and cutting mats  

 
!  1 Piece of A3 foam sponge that fi ts inside screen 6cm depth (for 

photographic screenprinting) 
!  Piece of clean clear glass or Perspex  approx A3 or A4 size (for 

photographic screenprinting) that fi ts size of screen 
!  PVA Glue good quality like Aquadhere approx 250 ml 
!  Cardboard Ðthat can be cut with scissors 
!  Spray bathroom cleaner 
!  Screenprinting 
!  Minimum of 3 Screens and Squeegees 
!  1 litre containers of permaset Aqua or similar Fabric inks in a selection of 

different colours, 1 1litre tub of white supercover (sometimes called Hi 
cover or super opaque) and fabric printing or painting retarder (see supplier) 

!  Old blankets and sheets to cover tables. 
!  Iron Small spongy rollers and trays 
!  Hair dryer 
!  Packaging tape 
!  2 large car cleaning sponges 
!  sticky tape  
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Venue 
requirements 

Long tables, access to water or hose. 
Rubbish bins  
For Photographic screenprinting: internal curtained room and access to laser jet 
photocopier (course can be run without this component) 

 

  
Par ti cipants will need 
 

!  Pencils, Black felt tipped drawing pens and paper to draw on or sketchbooks 
!  Photos, books or their own sketchbooks for inspiration 
!  Sticky tape 
!  2-3 medium paint brushes for glue 
!  cotton buds Ðabout 5 
!  1 bucket each 
!  2 Ice cream containers and lids per person 
!  4 small plastic or glass containers with lids (such as butter container) 
!  Scissors 
!  Ruler or tape measure 
!  Compass for drawing circles 
!  Newspaper 
!  Old phone book (can be shared) 
!  Rags 5 each 
!  Rubber gloves or disposable gloves 
!  Hair dryer (can be shared- useful for rainy workshops) 
!  Iron (can be shared) 
!  Blankets and sheets to cover table 1 each per person 
!  3m of cotton or cotton blend material (plain, patterned or coloured) 
!  clear or white plastic to cover tables or large garbage bags 

 
 
Suppliers: Screens, squeegees, mesh, screen coating trough, photographic emulsion, 
permaset aqua inks. Gabba Screen pri nting Supplies 07 38915080. 
scott@gabbasps.com.au 189 Wellington St, E Bri sbane 
 

Materials 
Levy 
 
 
 

 

 
!  For printing on textiles the tutor can bring some materials depending on her 

mode of transport.  A materials levy of $30 per adult participant applies 
which covers all the necessary paints, lino, use of screens and squeegees etc. 
For school students a flat fee of $4 per student applies. 

 
!  For an additional $6, fabric or fabric items (tea towels, bags) can be 

provided. 
 
Please note that the tutor encourages participants to bring what they can, but she 
prefers to provide the materials where possible as it ensures the correct materials are 
purchased and saves unnecessary stress for participants and reps. 
 
Please contact the tutor to discuss what materials are needed and costs. 
 
 


