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Workshop Summary 

Draw inspiration from the natural world by observing closely the patterns, forms, textures and colours 
found in nature. Working from natural objects and photographs, explore the dry media of artist quality 
chalk pastels and charcoal, experimenting with a variety of techniques in a relaxed and stimulating 
environment. Develop confidence in observational skills and expressive drawing. All participants, 
beginner and intermediate will be attended to individually. 
 

Length 
2 day Adult workshop, 1 day workshop available for schools 
 

Suitable for  
Level: Adults and Secondary students - beginners to intermediate 
Max No. parti cipants: 15  
 

Planning 
Visual diary with notes, sketches, magazine clippings, nature photos or colour swatches of any natural 
areas of interest (eg: animals, shells etc.) 
 

Workshop Details 
Day 1  

Morni ng 
 

¥ Introduction to each other 
¥ Series of warm up exercises to get everyone comfortable and to loosen up 

drawing. 
¥ Group exercises exploring various aspects of nature and drawing. 

Introduction to techniques of embossing, erasing and shading using 
charcoal. 

Afternoon ¥ Continue to expand on morning sessions by incorporating techniques just 
learnt into an A1 charcoal drawing using photographs as the inspiration. 

 
Day 2  
Morni ng ¥ Introduction to pastels, pastel techniques, pastel papers, health and safety.  
Afternoon ¥ Each participant will then be encouraged to develop their own original 

artwork with pastel onto artist quality pastel paper. 
¥ Everyone will be attended to individually to facilitate the creation of their 

drawings.  
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Materials List 
Par ti cipant  
Requirements  

¥ A small natural object you are fond of 
¥ Visual diary with notes, sketches, magazine clippings, nature photos or 

colour swatches - optional 
¥ Drawing Board Ð 51cm X 66cm (must be flat smooth and rigid- can be 

made from 6mm masonite) 
¥ Bulldog clips to hold paper onto drawing board 
¥ Apron, old clothes or painting shirt 
¥ Small towel or rag for cleaning hands 
¥ Kneadable eraser 
¥ Plastic (vinyl) eraser 
¥ Stanley knife/blade or pencil sharpener for sharpening pencils 
¥ Paper scissors 
¥ 15 sheets of cheap A4 paper (can be butchers paper or recycled computer 

paperÉ.  just make sure one side is blank) 
¥ 1 A3 pad of cartridge paper 
¥ 3 sticks of vine charcoal (fine, medium and thick) 
¥ 1 stick of compressed charcoal 
¥ 1 A2 size sheet of cartridge paper 
¥ 1 sheet of art spectrum, colourfi x pastel paper (any colour, approx 66cm x 

46cm) OR if preferred one sheet of any other artist quality pastel paper.  
¥ 1 sheet of black paper (not shiny) approx 50cm x 40cm 

 
          These last two items can be purchased as a group 

¥ One can of workable fi xative 
¥ One can of permanent matt spray (to seal drawings) - optional 
¥ If you have pastel pencils, please feel free to bring them. 
¥ Easel (bring if you have one) 
 

 
Venue 
Requirements 

¥ Access to water 
¥ Tea or Coffee facilities 
¥ Chairs 
¥ Tables 

 
Materials levy Approx $7.50 per student 
Materials levy 
includes 

¥ Charcoal pencils 
¥ Artist Quality chalk pastels 
¥ Artist quality pastel pencils 
¥ Use of inspiration sheets and colour wheels 
¥ Paper blenders 
¥ Masking tape 
¥ Notes 

 
 


