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Workshop Summary 

This workshop is an introduction to non-toxic printmaking incorporating mediums such as collage, 
drawing, found objects and photographic media to produce a final etching using photopolymer etching 
plates. This process uses UV light and water to develop an etching plate, with emphasis on safe and 
environmentally friendly studio practice. Technique will be demonstrated and students will make and 
print their own etching plate under supervision.  

 
There will be individual consultation throughout the workshop with students to allow personal 
interpretation of imagery and techniques. 
 
 
 

Length 
2 days 
 

Suitable for 
Level: Adults or Secondary school students 
Max No. Participants: 12 
  

Notes on the process 
The photopolymer process is used in commercial printing: it is methodical, but not difficult. I t requires 
the right conditions (sun, or a UV light which I bring along in case of rain!), water, printing equipment, 
and lots of enthusiasm! It is a process that allows the combination of many mark making mediums such 
as cannot be achieved in other printmaking techniques, making it very rewarding and fun.  
 

¥ The process involves gathering media such as photos, drawings, objects etc, then 
photocopying these onto a transparency into the one image for exposure onto the plate. Other 
drawing media such as crayons and felt pens can be used to add extra marks to the 
transparency before exposure. I t is this freedom that gives the method its unique capacity to 
have drawn, photographed and painted marks and images all on the same f inished image.  

¥ The plate is then placed in the sun or under a lamp, exposed to the light, then washed out in 
water. The image is revealed etched onto the surface of the plate. The plate is then re-exposed 
to harden, then inked up and printed using an etching press. 

 
Quite magic, really! 
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Workshop Outline 
Day 1 and Day 2 
 

¥ Introduction talk and demonstration of photopolymer etching, examples of past 
workshops on display 

¥ Collating material brought to workshop by students such as photographs, found 
objects 

¥ Discussion of landscape and symbols  
¥ Preparation for exposing images, copying onto transparency (if photocopier not 

available students will bring photo images already copied onto a transparency, 
details given prior to workshop) 

¥ Exposing images to the etching plate under close supervision 
¥ Preparation of plate for printing 
¥ Printing of plates onto etching paper 
¥ Exploration of post-printing image with drawing etc.  

 
 
Materials list 
Participant 
requirements 

¥ One Photopolymer etching plate, brand Torelief, size 10.5cm x 
21.5cm 73 thickness, order through Melbourne Etching Supplies 
phone 03 94195666 

¥ Comfy clothing, closed in shoes and apron or old shirt 
¥ Drawing tools (pencils, black crayons, a variety of thicknesses in 

opaque felt pens) small cutting blade, small watercolour paintbrush) 
¥ Small jar or plastic cup for water 
¥ Collection of imagery relating to the landscape such as photos, 

drawings, magazine cuttings, found objects such as leaves, pods, 
feathers, anything that is small and f lat or can be photocopied Ð bear 
in mind that the plate will be small (10.5cm x 21.5cm) when choosing 
imagery. 

¥ Two sheets of etching paper at least 200gsm weight 
¥ Three sheets of cartridge paper 
¥ Four A4 size sheets of OHT transparency, the kind that can be put 

through a photocopier, ask and buy at most newsagents. 
¥ Disposable rubber gloves, f ive pairs, thin kind (bought at 

supermarket) 
 
Groups and/or schools can order in bulk for the workshop, and can also 
share some items bought in bulk such as rubber gloves (boxes), OHT 
transparencies (boxes) etc. 

 
Venue 
requirements 

¥ Four long tables with plastic covering, or clean newsprint taped onto 
¥ Enough chairs for each participant and one for tutor 
¥ Etching press (if  not possible I may be able to bring a small one) 
¥ Sink and running water 
¥ Power  
¥ Photocopier (advise prior if  not possible) 
¥ Venue needs good ventilation 
¥ Two large plastic or metal rubbish bins, with plastic garbage liners 
¥ Supply of old telephone books (two will do) newspaper and clean 

Rags for clean up 
¥ Large bottle of cheap vegetable oil, from supermarket to clean up inks 
¥ Tea and coffee facilities 
 

Mater ials levy $10 per person 
 

Mater ials levy 
includes 

Etching inks, easy wipe tarlatan cloth, use of tools and equipment (exposure 
frames, rollers, trays, sponges, etching tools etc) 

 


