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Tamara Kirby 
Spontaneous Impressions - Foundations 

 
Workshop Summary 

Explore basic printmaking principles through lino cutting and collagraphic techniques. Participants will 
work towards a collaborative storybook using spontaneous text and image and will also take home 
prints of their own work.  
 
 

Length 
2 days, 1 or 1 !  days for school groups 
 

Suitable for 
Level: Adults - beginners to advanced. Students Ð 10 years upward  (a very basic workshop could be 
held for grades 3 to 5 with lino or potato prints. 
Max No. Participants: 15 
  

Planning 
Participants should collect as much f lat, textured, glueable material as they can and have it there, ready 
for the workshop. Also, the shellac can be prepared a few days before hand, in a glass bottle (large size 
approx 2ltr) with one third shellac f lakes mixed with two thirds methylated spirits and then stirred a 
few times a day. More info on these two can be found in the 'materials' section. 
  
Workshop Outline 
Day 1 !  8:00 am Ð Artist Preps room 

!  8:30 Ð intro to workshop Ð printmaking info/info on surrealist and automatic-
spontaneous writing/working together to make a short story with text and image 

!  Select Topic Ð write one sentence each (a game the surrealist artists would play 
in the 1920Õs.) 

!  Morning Break 
!  10:30 Ð Draw image related to selected text 
!  Demo of printmaking technique 
!  Lunch 
!  1:00 pm Ð Work on image 
!  3:00 Ð clean up 
 

Day 2 !  8:30 Ð complete image 
!  Print all images 
!  Compile book 
!  3:00pm Ð clean up 
 

 
A condensed version (1 Day) can be done in lino Ð but not in collograph. 
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Materials list 

Participant 
requirements 

For Lino prints  
!  Lino squares - silk cut 30cm x 30cm per student 
!  Cartridge paper - at least 2 to 3 sheets per student 
!  Lino cutting tools 
!  Pens/pencils 
!  Ink rollers 
!  Old rags 
!  Printing ink. Hiedelberg ink for lino printing. A couple of tbs of 

black, one of red and one of yellow is fine for about 8 people. 
 
For Collographs 

!  Pencils, pens, 1 inch paint brushes, scissors 
!  Cartridge paper - at least 2 to 3 sheets per student 
!  Old phone books 
!  PVA glue - approx 250mls 
!  Old rags.  
!  A selection of found materials Ð anything that is flat with texture eg 

sand paper, lace, open weave material, textured paper, alfoil, plastic 
bags, string etc 

!  Printing ink (turps based) - eg Faust etching ink - 1 tube (they are 
approx 14cms long each) between 3 or 4 students. Colours: black and 
blue   

!  Shellac (prepared beforehand) - Approx 2 litres metho mixed with 
shellac f lakes must be made up 4 days before workshop - stir 2 to 3 
times a day until all flakes have dissolved 

!  Metho - about 1 litre for clean up. 
 

Venue 
requirements 

For Linos 
!  Printing press or barrens or spoons. A lino press if available is best, 

otherwise a barren (a small round piece of bamboo that is used to rub 
and press on paper to make an impression from the lino), otherwise a 
large spoon will suffice! One barren or spoon between two people is 
fine. 

!  A few slick surfaces to ink up on eg a sheet of glass approx 40am by 
30cm or large shiny tiles. 

 
For Collographs 

!  Printing press 
 
 

Mater ials levy 
 

Approx. $2 per person (for collagraph workshop only, there is no levy for lino 
printing 

Mater ials levy 
includes 

!  Prepared base plates 
!  Other ÒdollysÓ needed for the technique 

 


