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Workshop Summary 

Journey back in time into the history of your landscape to create an artwork that is a response to the 
way you connect to the people, places and environments that surround you. Participants are asked to 
bring in an object or objects that have connections to a memory or place, to their youth or family 
connections, eg photo, letter, keepsake, curio, artefact etc. They will create artworks in media of their 
choice. 
 

Length 
2 days Adults, 1 day Secondary School, !  - 1 day Primary School  
 

Suitable for 
Level: 15 years to Adult 
Some prior knowledge of working creatively would be an advantage but not essential 
Max No. Participants: 20 
  

Planning 
Some thought should be given to selecting one or more objects that has some resonance to the way the 
participant thinks about where they choose to live. As the object is the catalyst (not necessarily the 
material) for the artwork, some further thought to materials should be considered. For instance if the 
participant wished to reference a memory of a house or bush fire, perhaps they might collect together 
some charcoal, dead grass, images etc, or if  thinking about a person who has had an impact on their 
lives an object or objects that reference them. The size of the object of objects should be restricted to 
what the participant can manage in their own transport. 
  

Workshop Outline 
Day 1: (Morning tea and lunch breaks not indicated) 
Introduction: Who the tutor is and brief overview of the workshop and what participants can expect to 
achieve 
Activity 1: Pass out survey forms for participants to complete by responding to a number of objects 
that have been laid out for their observation. These surveys will be re-visited later in the workshop. 
Activity 2: PowerPoint presentation of tutorÕs work and concepts that underpin it. 
Activity 3: Participants are each invited to show their object/s and talk about connections to them. 
Activity 4: Discussion about the meaning of ÔtextÕ and ÔframingÕ in the context of artistic practise, 
with examples of contemporary artists who push the boundaries of these meanings. 
Activity 5: Participants will participate in an experimental session of working with a medium of 
tutorÕs choice to Ôloosen upÕ and explore an idea they have articulated in Activity 3. This session is 
designed to be short and intense. 
Activity 6: A review of surveys and objects from Activity 1 
Activity 7: Each participant will begin to develop links between their own objects and how these 
might translate creatively. Practical application begins in this session and the tutor will work with each 
participant individually to tease out their ideas and how they might wish to approach a creative 
outcome. 
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Day 2 
Activity 8: A review of day 1 and a discussion of todayÕs expectations 
Activity 9: Commence a second artwork drawing on the same concepts developed on Day 1 using 
alternate materials and/or approaches. They will continue the day working between artworks to 
potentially produce two resolved artworks by the final afternoon session. From time to time during the 
day individual participants will be invited to discuss concepts that underpin their work. 
Activity 10: A display of participantÕs work and a discussion on how these processes might be 
extended into the future. Bearing in mind that this workshop is designed to stretch boundaries of ideas 
and process, a review of experimentation and the development of ideas is an important element of this 
workshop. 
 
 
 
Materials list 
Participant 
requirements 

¥ Sensible closed in footwear and protective clothing 
¥ Art mediums of their own choice (paint, collage, textiles, thread, rope, 

found objects etc) 
¥ Charcoal and pastels 
¥ Plenty of paper 
¥ Prepared base to work on/with (paper, board, fabric, found object, 

frame, old door or window etc) 
¥ Glue or some means of joining like thread, string etc 
¥ Sandpaper (optional) 
¥ Scissors or other cutting medium 
¥ Water container and medium sized house painting brush (these can be 

shared) 
¥ Digital camera to document process (optional) 

Venue 
requirements 

¥ Data Projector and screen or blank wall 
¥ Power 
¥ Photocopier and copy paper (ideal but can work around this) 
¥ Electric sander and sandpaper (optional) 
¥ 2 litres acrylic undercoat and brushes 
¥ Tables and chairs 
¥ Tea and coffee facilities 
¥ A place where we can make a wonderful mess 
 

Mater ials levy Nil 
 

 


