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Paul Johnson 
Sculpture in the Environment - Foundations 

 
Workshop Summary 

Participants will work with found and natural materials to create forms expressing relationships and 
meaning specif ic to the site. Documenting the products with photography is integral to the art form, as 
is returning the environment to its former state. 
 
 

Length 
2 days 
 
 

Suitable for 
Level: Senior school students and Adults Ð some art knowledge/experience required 
Max No. Participants: 15 
  

Planning 
¥ Read anything about land-art, landscape architecture, gardening, local geology and history 
¥ Be prepared to work outdoors 

 
  

Workshop Outline 
Topics covered dur ing the day workshop: 

¥ As artists we often respond to specif ic sites and contexts in which the ingredients of art are 
already there 

 
¥ By manipulating the elements of art Ð line, plane, mass, colour, contrast, texture and so on, a 

meaningful artistic statement can be made 
 

¥ Because these experiences are focused more on action than product, this is often seen as a 
purer form of art practice than work made for exhibition or sales  

 
¥ Using very few tools, we will visit selected sites to engage with found objects 

 
¥ Results will be documented and the sites then returned to nature 

 
¥ The specific format of the workshop will be conditioned by the climate and the environment, 

but will include: 
 

¥ Briefings using photographed examples, opportunities to work independently or in 
collaboration, critiques, revisions, development and further assessment.   

 
¥ A period will be devoted to photo-documentation. 
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Materials list 

Participant 
requirements 

Sketching materials; photographic equipment [optional Ð may be shared]; 
some cutting and digging tools from the garden shed; a couple buckets, string 

 
Venue 
requirements 

A meeting room; a safe place to set up laptop and printer 

Mater ials levy Approx $5 per person 
 

Mater ials levy 
includes 

Covers cost of digital printing 

 


