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The Wonderful World of Papier Mache BPD for Primary
Teachers - Masterclass

Workshop Summary

This workshop is to provide primary teachers with the skills to conduct papier mache classes for their
students. Teachers will learn how to manipulate and build imaginative creatures and interesting forms
using paper, card, wire and tape, and also learn how to share these skills with their students.
Demonstrations of many different construction techniques will be presented.

Length

| 1 day

Suitable for

Level: Professional Development for Primary School Teachers
Max No. Participants: 15

Planning

The workshop is designed to show the potential of the marvellous construction and sculptural
possibilities of Papier Mache. Participants will develop their own unique creations, building a number
of individual three-dimensional creatures within the theme of “Animals in Art”.

Workshop Outline

Morning

Introduction and overview of work

View images and examples of Papier Mache work, followed by a
discussion of ideas

A demonstration of building techniques using paper as the armature
is given

Participants construct an armature of their chosen form

Continue building process with addition of greater detail using
card, masking tape and glued paper strips, followed by coloured
tissue paper as final layer

Details added, finishing with a coating of PVA glue to seal work
Second demonstration using wire to make a simple human figure is
given. Participants build their own figure and put it into an
acrobatic stance.

Paper pulp and strips are added to the figure. Problems of balance
and construction are addressed

Afternoon

Third construction example, using card as the infrastructure is
shown and participants build their own piece, following the
demonstration.

Final showing and review of work.
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Materialslist

Participant Wear old clothes or dustcoat. Bring two old newspapers

reqguirements

Venue Electric power point, sink or buckets and access to water
reqguirements

Materials levy Approx $10 per person

Materials levy Tape, wire, papier mache and glue, coloured tissue paper, acrylic paint,
includes cardboard
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