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Deb Cocks 
Texture and Images on Glass Ð Foundations 

 
Workshop Summary 

This workshop is based on the traditional techniques of glass painting using glass enamels.  The main 
technique is ÔmattingÕ (covering the surface with wet enamel) and then working into this with brushes 
and other implements when dry and before f iring the glass. Colour is then applied and the glass is 
refired. Participants will be encouraged to experiment, creating visual textures and images on both flat 
glass and vessels. OH&S, designing, firing cycles and glass properties will also be covered. 
 

Length 
2 !  days 
 

Suitable for 
Level: Adults and Secondary School (16+) Ð beginners to advanced  
Max No. Participants: 15 
  

Planning 
The workshop is designed to encourage experimentation and play whilst learning the fundamentals of 
enamel application and glass firing. To understand how to achieve the tonal effects it is good to bring 
some black and white drawings, photos or photocopies with good tonal qualities. Using images from 
the participantsÕ personal surroundings is encouraged. 
 
Note: Use of an Electri c Ki ln is required for  this workshop 
 
  

 
Workshop Outline 

Day 1 (Full day) ¥ Demonstration Ð black matting, wet and dry textures and images 
¥ Participants work until lunch on flat glass 
¥ After lunch demo on vessel and talk on designing for transparent 

vessels 
¥ Participants work on their vessels 
¥ Pack kiln and f ire overnight 

 
Day 2 (Full day) ¥ Colour application demonstration 

¥ Apply colour to pieces from previous day 
¥ After lunch pack kiln 
¥ Talk on firings, annealing and properties of glass. Looking at 

artistsÕ works and techniques 
 

Day 3 (2 hours) ¥ Open the kiln 
¥ Analyse the results  
¥ Q & A  
¥ Suppliers list 
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Materials list 
Participant 
requirements 

 
¥ Pencil and paper 
¥ Old brushes (smallish painting), spatula and skewers 
¥ Rags 
¥ Water jars 
¥ Old shirt or apron to wear 
¥ Old sheet of glass or perspex for mixing paint approx 30 x 30cm (if 

possible)  
¥ If possible some 3mm or 6mm window glass in case there is kiln 

space for more experiments 
¥  

Venue 
requirements 

¥ Electric kiln/s (approx 8cubic feet or bigger) with kiln shelves and 
kiln wash 

¥ Light box/s if possible and/or good natural light source through 
windows 

¥ Water and soap 
¥ Tables and chairs 
¥ Tea and coffee 

(A ceramic workshop usually has all the requirements.) 
 

Mater ials levy Approx $15 per person 
 

Mater ials levy 
includes 

 
¥ Glass (both f lat and vessel) 
¥ A P2 mask for each participant 
¥ Enamels (black and about 6 colours) 
¥ Gum arabic 
¥  

Use of brushes and tools and working stands (if required) 
 

 
 


