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Spiralling colour - Foundations

Workshop Summary

This workshop will introduce the fun and unpredictability of throwing with coloured clay. Participants will learn

easy methods to mix coloured clays and techniques for altering the pattern will be explored. Suitable for
participants with some wheel throwing skills, bur participants may choose to work on coil built forms.

Length

| 2 days

Suitable for

Level: Adults - beginners to advanced (some wheel throwing experience would be an advantage, however non
wheel throwers could work on coil building with colour)
Max No. Participants: 15

Planning

| Research work of artists who use coloured clay techniques.

Workshop Details

Day 1

Morning

K K

General introduction—workshop outline

Introduction to tutors work in coloured clays and porcelain, and other artists work

in coloured clay.

Images of examples of coloured clay work— data projector if available.
Mixing and method/ recipes for colour clay and slips

OH&S

Testing colour strengths

Colouring clay- mixing demonstration

Participants mix qualities of coloured clay for use

Afternoon
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Demonstration of throwing colour clay with simple forms — bowls, cylinders
Participants throw simple forms before using colour to assess skill levels, then
throw forms with colour

Those participants without wheels will coil build with colour.

Hints on recycling clays.

Demonstration of faceting directly on wheelhead.

Day 2
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Demonstration of turning pieces thrown during day 1.
Demonstration of fluting through colours

Participants to turn successful pieces or resume throwing

Scraping and finishing work

Final discussion on workshop outcomes and further areas to explore.
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Materials List

K

Participant 10-20kg clay - white or pale stoneware, 60-80 mesh (finer clay for more
requirements confident throwers)

Throwing tools — sponge, wire cutter, stainless steel kidneys, long bladed knife
Turning tools, surform blade

Pieces of fibro or ply board (unsealed)

Small plastic bags

Household/ disposable gloves

Ice cream container to hold water

Venue
requirements

At least one wheel for every 2 participants

Power outlets for all wheels

Water bucker for each

Demonstration table

Bench space (approx. 1 sq metre per person)

Seating for participants

Access to water/ sinks

Data projector, computer, screen and suitable area for viewing images
Scales to measure to 1gm
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Materials levy $4 per person

Materials levy ¥  Clay colourants, oxides, stains
includes ¥  Coloured slips,
¥ Joining liquid premixed
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