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FLYI NG ARTS I NC 
Level 1 

188 Montague Rd 
 South Brisbane, QLD 4101 

 
PO Box 5209 

West End, QLD 4101 
 

PHONE: (07) 3109 7350 
FAX: (07) 3109 7360 

e-mail: info@flyingarts.org.au 
 

Mollie Bosworth 
Inbuilt colour and pattern - Foundations 

 
Workshop Summary 

Participants will learn easy methods to mix coloured clays and explore making laminated patterned slabs for 
building decorative or functional forms. They will discover millefiori techniques for making repeat motifs 
patterning. Participants will consider types of patterning and suitability to form. Suitable for beginners to 
advanced students. 
 
 

Length 
2 days 
 

Suitable for  
Level: Adults - beginners to advanced 
Max No. Participants: 15  
 

Planning 
Research patterns in nature, textile design and other patterns that may be useful interpreted into clay. 
 

Workshop Details 
Day 1 
Morning 

 
• General introductionÐworkshop outline 
• Introduction to tutors work in coloured clays and porcelain, and other artists work 

in coloured clay.  
• View images of examples of coloured clay workÐ data projector if available. 
• Occupational Health and Safety overview 
• Mixing and method/recipes for coloured clay and slips 
• Testing colour strengths 
• Colouring clay- mixing demonstration 
• Participants mix quantities of coloured clay for use 

Afternoon • Discussion of patterns and making them. 
• Laminating pattern onto slabs Ð demonstration  
• Individual exploration of free form pattern slabs 
• Make decorative tiles or small square/rectangular plates. 

 
Day 2  

 • Demonstration of millefori loaf making. 
• Participants will plan and make a millef iori loaf. 
• Use of the loaf to make slices to laminate onto slabs. 
• Demonstration of inlay. 
• Participants will explore various patterns and slab building projects utilising 

patterned slabs. 
• Final Discussion on workshop outcomes and further areas to explore.  

 
 

 



Workshop08_Bosworth_Colour&Pattern.doc   
 

2 

 
Materials List 

Participant 
requirements  

• 10kg clay, fine white stoneware (porcelain optional for advance students)  
• Clay hand building tools- sponge, satay sticks, long bladed knife, wire cutter 
• Rolling pin (piece of broom handle)  
• Slats (assorted thickness) for cutting slabs 
• Assorted brushes for slip 
• Pieces of fibro or ply board (unsealed) 
• Fine soft plastic (clear dry cleaners plastic, thin garbage bin liners)  
• Small plastic bags 
• Fine steel wool.  
• Disposable dust mask (or better) 
• Household/disposable gloves 
 

Venue 
requirements 

• Access to power 
• Tea and coffee (if  possible) 
• Demonstration table 
• Bench space (approx 1 sq metre per person)  
• Seating for participants 
• Access to water/ sinks 
• Data projector, computer, screen and suitable area for viewing images 
• Scales to measure to 1gm 
 

Mater ials levy 
 

Approx. $4 per person 
 

Mater ials levy 
includes 

• Clay colourants: oxides 
• Coloured slips  
• Joining liquid Ð premixed  

 
 
 


