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FLYI NG ARTS I NC 
Level 1 

188 Montague Rd 
 South Brisbane, QLD 4101 

 
PO Box 5209 

West End, QLD 4101 
 

PHONE: (07) 3109 7350 
FAX: (07) 3109 7360 

e-mail: info@flyingarts.org.au 
 

Judith Bohm-Parr 
Warm Glass: Level 1 (Beginners) - Foundations 

 
Workshop Summary 

This workshop teaches you how to fuse glass in a kiln, resulting in 2 projects that can be 
taken home, such as tiles, drink coasters, fridge magnets, wind chimes etc. it does not cover 
slumping, all projects are flat, not shaped into 3D. We will be using coloured glass, 
specifi cally for fusing, i.e. compatible. No experience necessary!  
 
Fusing Ð joining pieces of glass together by melting them in a kiln ending in a flat piece of 
ÒfusedÓ glass 
 
 
 

Length 
2 days 
 
 

Suitable for 
Level: Adults Ð beginners, *children 10 years plus, fewer numbers unless an adult assistant 
present to help supervise. (Glass is sharp and can cut, kilns are hot and can burn) 
Max No. Parti cipants: 10 
 
  

Planning 
This workshop is designed to give beginners with no experience a fun introduction to melting 
glass in a kiln. It  will be a little topsy-turvy as we do all  the exciting stuff on day oneÑ that is 
playing with the glass and assembling the 2 projectsÑ then on day 2 learning all the technical 
bits to make it work. *  (For children, this could be reduced to a one-day workshop as they 
would probably not understand or want to know all the tech. bits. It would only produce one 
project for them, as the pieces need to be fi red for a minimum of 2 hours and cooled before 
they could be taken home. Best to consult me fi rst if a school wants to do the workshop.) 
  
 
PLEASE NOTE: A ki ln is required for  this workshop 
  

Workshop Outline 
Topics covered duri ng the day workshop  
Day 1: 

¥ Glass cutting and breaking techniques 
¥ Quick fun test pieces 
¥ Designing flat fused glass 
¥ Cutting and assembling project oneÑ a relief framed picture or fridge magnet 
¥ Firing project one 
¥ Cutting and assembling project twoÑ a full fuse coaster, sun catcher or wind chime 
¥ Viewing fun samples 
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Day 2: 
¥ Firing project twoÑ watching progress through different temperatures 
¥ Discussion project one 
¥ Grinding and finishing techniques 
¥ PowerPoint slide show on technical and safety aspects of warm glass 
¥ Making frit 
¥ Discussion of samples, compatibility, volume control 
¥ Viewing project two 
¥ Questions 

 
Materials list 
Par ti cipant 
requirements 

¥ Closed shoes- no thongs, sandalsÑ glass is sharp and cuts 
¥ Note book, *coloured pens, pencils for design work (can be 

supplied by venue, along with newsprint or similar to design 
on) 

¥ Safety glasses or prescription glasses OK 
¥ Enthusiasm, desire to learn and have fun- we will not be 

making masterpieces, just discovering how to! 
¥ If available, glass cutter, grozing pliers (not essential, as I can 

provide- see materials) 
¥ Face masks- paper ones, only 2 or 3, not for everyone. 

Venue 
requirements 

¥ Obviously, a kiln with kiln shelves would be necessaryÑ
electric preferred, gas OK but not huge ceramic kilns. (Size of 
kilns will determine how big the projects will be- must be large 
enough for maximum students) *Unlike ceramics, which can 
utilise multiple shelves in a kiln, glass can only be fi red on a 
maximum of 2 shelves in a kiln (generally one) due to 
temperature diff erences between the shelves and heat 
circulation in kiln- lower temperatures are used with glass than 
in ceramic fi rings 

¥ Kiln shelves MUST be smooth, if they have been used for 
ceramics and have a lumpy surface they will not be suitable, it 
may be possible to turn them over and use the back.  

¥ * * I have 2 small kilns that could be used if necessaryÑ consult 
with me for details. 20 amp power outlet needed. 

¥ Tables, wooden preferredÑ but any flat durable surface to cut 
glass onÑ enough to provide space for 10 people plus one for 
tutor. 

¥ Dustpans and small brooms to sweep glass chips from tables, 2 
sets at least 

¥ Permanent markers for glass, rulers 
¥ Bandaids & antisepticÑ just in case 
¥  Sink and water, green scouring pads, tea towels for wiping 

glass 
¥ Fridge (for lunches, cold drinks), tea/coffee making facilities 
¥ * *One or two sanding blocks or sandpaper-rough to clean kiln 

shelves 
¥ * *Old ice-cream/yoghurt containers to mix kiln wash  
¥ * *Spatula-plastic kitchen type- for mixing kiln wash  
¥ * *Jar with screw top to store kiln wash 
¥ * *Wide paint brushÑ 2 inchesÑ for applying kiln wash to 

shelves (or hake brushes) 
¥ * *Glass grinder 
¥ * *Light box, to cut out opaque glass to a pattern. Not essential, 

bonus. 
¥ * *Glass cutters, grozing pliers and running pliers for each 

participant 
¥ * *Metal bowls or bucket (for making fri t) 
¥ * *Hammers, old newspapers (for making fri t) 
¥  
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Materials levy Approx $ per person: 
¥ Option 1: $55.00 
¥ Option 2: $40.00 
¥ Option 3: $35.00 
¥ Optional Extras 1: Tool kitÑ Individual purchase $90.00, bulk 

purchase (6 or more kits for a centre) 15% discount 
¥ Optional Extras 2: Compatible glass beginners kitÑ POA  
¥ Optional extras 3: Wholesale supply of glassÑ POA  

 
Materials levy 
includes 

¥ Option 1: Supply of kilns (small), all kiln equipment, all tools, 
all glass, all other materials 

¥ Option 2: Supply of all tools, all glass, all other materials 
¥ Option 3: Supply of all glass, all other materials 
¥ Optional Extras 1: Either pencil or pistol grip cutter, grozing 

pliers, running pliers 
¥ Optional Extras 2: 20 small different coloured sheets of glass, 

incl. Clear (approx. 0.6 sq. M), stringers and frit 
¥ Optional extras 3: Supply of Bullseye compatible glass in !  

sheets 
* *  ¥ I can supply all these items (except light box) if unavailable at 

venue 
¥ For any optional items, kits, I need notice 2 weeks before 

workshops. 
 


