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Wanda Bennett
Earth works: creations using natural materials - Foundations

Workshop Summary

Using natural ‘found’ materials participants will create temporary and permanent pieces of artwork.
Basic weaving and construction skills will be taught and participants will be encouraged to ‘play’ with
an assortment of natural materials - vines, leaves, stones, soil, flowers, bamboo, string shells etc.
Participants would achieve and gain the following:

¥ Basic weaving and construction skills

¥ Increased knowledge of natural materials and our surrounding environment.

¥ Inspiration to create new permanent and temporary pieces of artwork.

Length

| Workshops can be tailored to run for 1 or 2 days.

Suitable for

Level: All age groups and levels of ability.
Max No. Participants: 12

Planning

Participants require no previous experience.

Participants might like to give thought to the following points prior to the workshop;
¥ Diversity in our environment
¥  Personal Environment
¥ Patterns and forms produced by plants and animals

Workshop Outline

Day 1 The following is a basic outline for a two-day session, during shorter sessions
individuals would create smaller less elaborate pieces of work. And learn
fewer weaving skills.

Welcome and viewing of images.

Discuss Materials

Create 2 pieces of temporary work - 15min and 30min sessions.
Working as a group create a large-scale “mandala”.
Demonstration of construction and simple weaving Techniques.
Break

Participants start and complete individual or collaborative piece
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Day 2 Demonstration of different weaving techniques
Start and Completion of individual piece
Photograph work.

Discussion on other techniques and ways of combining materials

K K K K

Workshop08_Bennett_Earthworks.doc 1



Materials list

Participant
requirements

Scissors,

Camera

Pen and paper

Natural ‘found’ objects. E.g. Stones, bark, leaves, grasses, seeds,
seed-pods, paper rubbish, drift wood, vines,

A bucket

Old towel.
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Venue
requirements

This workshop is most suited to venue that has access to a well shaded easy
clean inside or outdoors workspace with tables and chairs and an easy to
access outdoors environment where participants can install work - (carpeted
areas are not really suitable).

If working outdoors adequate shade must be available. Access to water and
power and tea and coffee facilities will be needed and if access to projector
and screen is available a PowerPoint presentation of work may be shown.

Materials levy

Approx $16 per person

Materials levy
includes

Bamboo, cane natural and dyed, mandala materials, string, thread, needles,
glues, various natural materials, vines leaves bark stones etc.

Tutor will provide — secateurs’, buckets, hot glue guns, pliers, scissors, needles
and reference material.
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