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Julia Bell 
Mosaic Madness - Foundations 
 
Workshop summary 
This workshop focuses on creating colourful mosaics on a variety of cement fiberboard sizes 
that can be easily adapted for personal/ public display. They range in use from small pieces 
such as mirrors, to large decorative public walls. Large external murals can be made either of 
lots of tiny individual pictures/ components that make one larger picture. The artist is also 
available for larger community projects. 
 
Length 
1Ð2 days 
Longer workshops for large scale mosaic pieces are to be negotiated. 
 
Suitable for  
Level: All ages & abilities.  
Max. No. Participants: 20 
The project can be either individual or collaborative depending upon requirements 
 
Workshop Outline 
 
Participants will make 2 pieces that demonstrate 2 different methods of mosaic application. 
The first piece the tutor insists that everybody does as it is a good introductory piece. The 
second piece can be a project of your choice. Participants are welcome to bring them along 
(provided they are not too enormous). Otherwise materials are provided for the second piece. 
This is a larger square on a cement fiberboard base of 25/ 30 cm diameter. It would be 
suitable to use as a table decoration for hot plates, a breadboard, or could be attached to a 
wall. 
 
Materials List 
Participant 
requirements 

Tools: a good basic kit with cutters, goggles, nippers for 20-25 people. 
Basic hire fee of $90; this may have to be adjusted. (Tile nippers & 
cutters deteriorate with use & eventually need to be replaced within 4-6 
workshops depending on size of scale of project. Any tools missing are to 
be replaced. 
 
The tutor will provide most of the materials. 
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Material costs 
 
A tool levy of $90 is to be shared amongst the participants. All materials are provided. The 
cost of each project will vary according to the mosaic materials used. These materials vary 
from found objects, commercial tiles to expensive glass mosaic tiles, which will vary 
enormously in price according to their pigment & quality of tile. Should participants wish to 
offset any of these costs with their own materials they are welcome to do so. An additional 
shared levy applies to really remote areas where the tutor is unable to drive a car to. The cost 
shared is an additional approximately $80 that covers all grouts & adhesives. As they are not 
transportable by plane etc. the tutor simply shares out the unused amount between the 
participants. Participants will have enough to continue with their own projects. 
 
NOTE: Please contact the tutor prior to discuss materials required. 
 
Piece Descr iption Cost Workshop Format 
1 Small 
Introduction 
Piece  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2nd Piece 
 
 
 
 

A variety of 
shapes  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Elective 

$5- $8 
depending 
on shape 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
$9- $35 
depending 
on mosaic 
material 
used 

Day 1- Morning 
¥ Intro to brief history  
¥ Safety Briefing 
¥ Intro to Techniques, Tools & Materials 

Morning to Lunch 
¥ Practical Go at cutting 
¥ Do small intro piece as warm up Òget eye 

inÓ.  
Afternoon 

¥ Finish Small Piece, design & begin a 
larger piece 

 
Day 2- Morning Ð Lunch 

¥ Grout small piece 
¥ Continue work on larger Project 
¥ Finish if possible 
¥ Can do another small piece if finishing 

early 
Afternoon 

¥ Grouting & any finishing. Sufficient 
materials, instructions & demonstrations 
where applicable, etc. will be left with the 
class if participants have not finished their 
piece. 

 
 
Venue 
Requirements 

!  Venue can be under a school building/ at a local hall. Trestle tables, 
plastic to cover them, buckets & running water are required.  

!  NB These costs do not include fittings (i.e. for installing the mosaics) 
 

 
 


