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The Surface and Beyond - Foundations

Workshop Summary

A painting workshop (with some mixed meda) which challengesparticiparts to think of
paintings not only aswindows on some agpectof the world but also asobjectsin their own
right. Paticipants areencouragedto use a contemporary abstractstyleto interpret agoects of
their surroundings. Several approachesand painting techniqueswill be invegigated and used,
including gedural mark-making, combinations of opaque and thinned colours/tones impado,
and alternative methods of applying paint.

Length
| 1P2days

Suitable for
Level: 16 yearsand upwards
Max No. Parti cipants: 15

Planning

Prior to the workshop the participarts should startlooking at other examplesof contemporary
artwhich feature a similar approach

Workshop Outline

Topicscovered duri ng the wor kshop:

* Paitings aswindows/paintings asobjects? Canthey be both of these things?

*  Whatisabstracion?

* Sewral types of abstracion will be discussed including abstract expressionism,
minimalism, colour field painting and cubism

» Consideraton will be given to how participants use apecst of these GsmsDin their
own work

* Experimertal mark-making B how else can you apply paint, beddes with a brush?
What typesof marks canbe made with alterrative painting tools?

* What problems do the flat painting surface presern to the artist? Discuss ways of
tacKing them.

* Paricipants will be encouraged to use a small range of mixed meda with their
painting

Pariciparts canexpect to come away with atleag two works in progress at approximately A-2
size, after having done some preliminary drawing and/or painting studies (which should be
kept asresourcesy.
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Materials List

Par ti cipant
requirements

* A range of acnyfic paints (e.g. black, white, yellow ochre, red oxide,
burnt umber, pthalo blue, greenoxide and orange, in 250ml pots, or
similar) Bfor the group to share.

* A range of bristle brushes(e.g. four each of size8, 10 & 12 flat- and
rounded-endedtype, plus four each of 25mm, 50mm & 75mm cheap
house painting brushesg Bfor the group to share.

* Drawing board eachto which paper canbe clippedto

e 2 bull dog clips eachfor holding paper (or similar) to drawing boards
Water containers(e g. six to share amamgst the group)

* 2sheesof craft paper per participart (each sheet approximately
75cmx 65cmor A2 size) or similarBeg. carvaspaper or oil sketch
paper,in similar sizes

* For atwo-day workshop: 24 extra shees of craft paper, approx. A2
size,asabove (or similar) to be shared amangst the group.

* Pariciparts are also akedto eachbring an A-5 visual diary ard two
graphite percils (e.g. aHB and a4B) and two charcaal percils (eg.
@B ard 6 B).

* Qil pagelsfor all to sharebe.qg. six packs of 12 colours.

Venue
requirements

* Benchesand/or fl oor space to work on where drawing boards canbe
propped

* Dry, clean ventilatedwork area

* A screenard projecbor or alternative suitabe equipmert for a
PowerPadnt Preentation (optional)

* Accesto easls (if availade)Pone per person

Materialslewy

N/A
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