Where Creativity and Technology Meet:
Media Artsi Coming of Age

Experimenta has been commissioning,
exhibiting and promoting contemporary
media arts for twenty-one years.
The history of this not-for-proyt
organisation, which started in
Melbourne in 1986 as the Modern
Image Makers Association (MIMA),
runs parallel to the development
in Australia of what are now called
Media Arts. (tAustralia is widely
acknowledged as being at the
forefront of international new media
arts practicel writes media art
curator and commentator Julianne
Pierce. ([Experimentais exhibitions]
have demystiyed new media for
an Australian audience and yrmly
established new mediaarts as a highly
accessible and conceptually rich form
of contemporary art practice.f*

Experimenta  presents inspiring
exhibitions with themes that capture
the imagination of a broad cross-
section of people. Our exhibitions
and associated ylm screenings,
artist talks and forums have attracted an average
of 60,000 visitors per year for the past three years.
The exhibitions comprise a balance of interactive
artworks, video installations and short ylms that
are accessible and engaging.

artists.

Stephen Barrass, Linda Davy, Kerry Richens and Robert Davy, ZiZi the
Afffectionate Couch (2003). Interactive electronic sculpture. Courtesy the
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Experimenta is interested in sourcing and
commissioning media artworks that go beyond
technology to become works of art. We select works
that explore the creative potential of technology and
use materials in imaginative, innovative and unique
ways. The experience that the work offers the

GAZETTE No. 92 DEC. 2007 | 21






