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Bonemap and Contemporary Media Arts 
in the Tropics

RUSSELL MILLEDGE

Bonemap is a creative partner-
ship between media designer 
Russell Milledge and choreog-
rapher Rebecca Youdell. Since 
1998 they have been crafting 
innovative projects integrating 
contemporary performance, new 
media and visual art concepts. 
Based in the far northern tropics, 
Bonemap has established na-
tional and international networks 
through residencies and perfor-
mance tours in Eastern Austra-
lia, Asia and Europe. Bonemap’s 
annual curatorial project, the 
OnEdge contemporary media 
and performance program, will 
be held in Cairns in July 2008.

Areas of practice that are of 
most interest to Bonemap are expanded sculpture, 
hybrid media and contemporary performance.

As a way to focus its interests Bonemap partners 
various individuals, venues and organisations 
for the presentation of the OnEdge program. The 
purpose of this project is to engage and extend 
the work of independent artists who integrate 
artform practices of contemporary performance, 
dance, sound art and new media art. While this is 
a broad goal, the program also aims to present the 
Cairns arts landscape as a unique environment for 

contemporary practice and 
to bridge a gap in Far 
North Queensland arts 
infrastructure by providing 
opportunities for artists and 
audiences to focus and 
engage with contemporary 
performance, dance, sound 
art and new media art.

Far North Queensland is 
the site of a diverse and 
growing contemporary art 
sector, and importantly, 
the OnEdge program links 
this regional energy to the 
national context.

Each year the OnEdge 
program is curated to 

include a mix of local and invited artists. In most cases 
each project involves a collaborative team consisting 
of core principal artists and a group of affiliated artists 
who help to realise each work. Previously developed 
work by visiting artists that has not been seen in 
Cairns is also presented within the OnEdge umbrella. 
For OnEdge 2006 Transmute Collective were invited 
to present the sophisticated networked interactive 
installation Intimate Transactions in partnership with 
the Brisbane Festival and the Queensland University 
of Technology. For OnEdge 2008 a number of 
independent artists engaged in new forms of 

Rebecca Youdell performing in the 2007 Bone-
map production TiLT. Photograph Ines Blank.
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expression have been invited to present their hybrid 
performance and installation works. The OnEdge 
program partners with national initiatives that provide 
a survey of current practice, and who offer touring 
packages. Liquid Architecture sound art festival and 
ReelDance dance on screen festival are two annual 
programs which have an ongoing relationship with 
OnEdge. Previously one-off touring packages have 
also been included. Works from International Digital 
Art Projects formed a gallery and screen based 
component in 2007 and negotiations continue 
towards presenting the best screen based works 
toured through the Institute of Modern Art (Brisbane) 
and Artspace (Sydney) for 2008 and 2009.

The OnEdge program has also been the 
platform where Bonemap has presented its latest 
contemporary performance works.

There are a number of strategies and formulas 
that Bonemap has cultivated to stay connected 
and further develop its artform and networks. 
These modes of operation are only recognisable 
as formulas in retrospect, as patterns develop over 
the course of a number of projects. Recognising 
these patterns does contribute to an operational 
rhythm; although, in reality, operational parameters 
keep shifting and therefore the formulas evolve 
to accommodate new pressures. One of the core 
formulas for engagement has developed through 
opportunities where the Bonemap team have been 
artists-in-residence: these include The Australian 
Choreographic Centre, The Brisbane Powerhouse, 
Tanks Art Centre and The Substation in Singapore. 

Another core formula has developed through a 
series of collaborative projects with international 
visiting artists. These have included collaboration 
within short-term residencies, as well as the 

presentation of the work of highly regarded 
practitioners within a curatorial context. These 
relationships have expanded into opportunities and 
invitations for Bonemap to participate in reciprocal 
projects, leading to international tours.

The formula for skills development has been 
augmented by participation in national ‘incubator’ style 
residencies including the Australia Council’s Time_
Place_Space, Ausdance’s ‘Creating Performance’, 
the Australian Network for Art & Technology’s 
Summer School, Brisbane Powerhouse’s Alchemy 
and Silicon Studio’s QANTM Regional Scholarship.

In July 2007 for the third OnEdge program Bonemap 
presented a new work in the JUTE Theatre alongside 
the exhibition of new media works in KickArts Gallery 
at the Centre of Contemporary Arts, Cairns. In 2008 
OnEdge will ramp up with a multi-venue program 
and a mixture of curated work, a lab style residency, 
screenings, gallery installations and forums.

Bonemap’s projects continue to probe the 
conceptual layers of the body’s relationship to 
environment, often by engaging in durational 
projects where the journey to remote locations 
feeds creative development. New media and visual 
communication skills have been important elements 
in bringing these exploits to wider public attention.

The paradigm of being regional is always about 
the centre and the periphery. It is about being 
on the edge, on the outskirts, and this has been 
a particularly interesting and creative space for 
Bonemap to inhabit. 

Russell Milledge is an artist based in Cairns, Far 
North Queensland.


